
Proclamation

WHEREAS, 
infant mortality is an important indicator of the health of a community or state that is associated with a variety of factors such as income, housing, education, employment, social support, cultural barriers, and access and quality of prenatal care.

WHEREAS, 
since the year 2000, deaths among Kansas’ babies less than one-year-of-age has increased by 18 percent; and

WHEREAS, 
the national infant mortality rate continues to decline while the Kansas rate is nearly 20 percent higher than the national rate; and

WHEREAS,
while many states have made progress closing the gap between the infant mortality rates of black infants and white infants, Kansas ranks second highest for black infant mortality; and

WHEREAS,
when comparing by race and ethnicity, Kansas infant mortality rates are higher than the US rates for all racial and ethnic groups; and

WHEREAS,
the leading causes of infant deaths in Kansas are congenital anomalies, pre-term birth/low birth weight, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), and maternal complications of pregnancy; and

WHEREAS,
the Kansas Blue Ribbon Panel on Infant Mortality was convened in 2009 to recommend strategies to reduce the high rate of infant deaths in Kansas and identified disparities; and

WHEREAS,
the month of September was established annually by the National   Healthy Start Association to raise public awareness and education about infant mortality; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mark Parkinson, Governor of the State of Kansas do hereby proclaim September 1-30, 2010 to be  

INFANT MORTALITY AWARENESS MONTH

in Kansas, and call upon all the residents of this state to join with me in promoting healthy mothers, fathers, babies, and families that are the foundation of all of our communities.  I call upon you to support the efforts and activities of the Kansas Blue Ribbon Panel on Infant Mortality to ensure that every woman has a healthy pregnancy, learns about safe sleep for her baby, gets early prenatal care and support services, and makes choices that promote healthy lifestyles for a lifetime.  

Members of the Blue Ribbon Panel include representatives from the Child Death Review Board, Department of Neonatology, Wesley Medical Center, Governor’s Child Health Advisory Committee, Healthy Babies, Inc., Sedgwick County Health Department, Kansas Action for Children, Kansas African American Affairs Commission, Kansas Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences, Kansas Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), KDHE Center for Health Disparities, Kansas Head Start Association, Kansas Health Institute, Kansas Hispanic and Latino Affairs Commission, March of Dimes Greater Kansas Chapter, Maternal Fetal Medicine, Stormont-Vail Regional Health Center, Mother and Child Health Coalition of Greater Kansas City, SIDS Network of Kansas, University of Kansas, and the University of Kansas Medical Center .
Done at the Capitol in Topeka under the Great Seal of this State this ___ day of September, A.D., 2010.
