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DEATH IN KANSAS CHILD CARE FACILITIES

Reported as of September 30, 2008

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment Early Care and Youth Program Section has established a new death and serious injury investigation procedure and tracking system that will allow the Department to:

1) accurately and consistently collect and report the cause and manner of every death in regulated child care and foster care, 

2) improve health department responses in the investigation of child death, and

3) identify significant risk factors and patterns in child care and foster care with the goal of reducing the risks to children. 

Long-term work will involve analyzing data gathered during death and serious injury investigations and recommending changes in regulations, procedures, or enforcement that could lessen the risk of death in child care facilities.

In calendar year 2007, 14 child deaths were reported to the Department. Twelve of the 14 deaths occurred in day care homes. One of the homes had been licensed but the license had been revoked, and the provider was operating without a license when the child died. None of the deaths occurred in child care centers; the only child care center death reported since tracking began occurred in February 2008. All 12 infants who died in 2007 were between 1 and 8 months of age and were found unresponsive while napping. 

Over half of the infants who died in 2007 were napped inappropriately (75% or 9 out of 12), either placed on their stomach or side and/or placed on an adult bed or baby seat instead of an approved crib or playpen. In addition, documentation indicates that in many of the cases the infants were not "supervised" during their rest period, meaning they were not regularly checked on while napping and/or they were not within hearing distance of the provider. In some cases, one to three hours went by before the provider checked on the infant, and in two cases, the infants were found wedged between the mattress and footboard, cutting off their breathing. Across 16 infant death cases, the average amount of time between visual checks is 56 minutes. The Department recommends checking every 10 to 20 minutes, and providers are required to be within hearing distance at all times. Some providers napped children on lower levels with doors closed, which makes it impossible to supervise in any way.

DEATH IN CHILD CARE 

(reported calendar year)

2007: 14 Deaths
Cause of Death

10 – SIDS (1.5 to 8 mos)

2 – Asphyxia (6 mos, 7 mos)

1 – Drowning (12 yrs)

1 – Medical Condition (14 yrs)

Program Type

5 – Registered Day Care Home

4 – Licensed Day Care Home

2 – Group Day Care Home

1 – School Age Program

1 – Illegal Child Care

1 – Residential Center

County

1 – Crawford

2 – Johnson

1 – Lincoln

1 – Lyon

1 – Reno 

1 – Ottawa

4 – Sedgwick

2 – Shawnee

1 – Wyandotte

2008: 4 Deaths (reported as of September 30, 2008)

Cause of Death

2 – Strangulation (13 mos, 11 yrs)

1 – SIDS (3 mos infant unresponsive)

2 – Pending (1 mo, 8 mos infants unresponsive)

Program Type

1 – Licensed Day Care Home 

1 – Group Day Care Home 

1 – Child Care Center

1 – Family Foster Home

1 – Residential Center 

County

1 – Ford

1 – Johnson 

3 – Sedgwick

DEFINITIONS

Asphyxia: A condition in which insufficient or no oxygen and carbon dioxide are exchanged; caused by choking or drowning or electric shock or poison gas. (Webster’s Online Dictionary)
Child Care Center (CCC): A facility:

1. which provides care and educational activities for 13 or more children two weeks to 16 years of  age for more than three hours and less than 24 hours per day including day time, evening, and nighttime care; or

2. which provides before and after school care for school-age children. A facility may have fewer than 13 children and be licensed as a center if the program and building meet child care center regulations.
Child Care Death: Death to an individual, ages 0 to 17, from any cause wherein the child was in the care of a child care provider who operates a regulated child care home or facility at the time of death or at the initiation of the events that resulted in death regardless of the place of death.
Family Foster Home (FFH): A child care facility that is a private residence, including any adjacent grounds, in which a licensee provides care for 24 hours a day for one or more children in foster care and for which a license is required by KAR 28-4-801. 

Group Day Care Home (GDCH): The premises in which care is provided for a maximum of 12 children under 16 years of age, with a limited number of children under kindergarten age.

Illegal Child Care: Anyone who meets the following criteria and does not hold a valid certificate of registration or license from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment:

1. cares for one or more children, unrelated to the provider, for more than 20 child care hours (all children’s hours combined) per week away from the child’s own home; or

2. cares for more than two children, unrelated to the provider, away from the child’s own home.

Licensed Day Care Home (LDCH): The premises in which care is provided for a maximum of 10 children under 16 years of age with a limited number of children under kindergarten age.

Registered/Family Day Care Home (RDCH): A place maintained for the purpose of providing children with food or lodging, or both, away from such children’s home or homes, for less than 24 hours a day, if:

1. not more than 6 of the children cared for at such a place are less than 16 years of age; and

2. not more than three of the children cared for at such place are less than 18 months.
Residential Center: Twenty-four hour nonsecure care for over ten children between the ages of infancy to 16 years of age. 

School Age Program (SAP): A child care facility that serves exclusively school-age children (Kindergarten to sixth grade) and youth (completed sixth grade or 12 years and older).

Strangulation: The act of suffocating by constricting the windpipe. (Webster’s Online Dictionary)
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS): Sudden and unexpected death of an infant younger than 1 year of age that remains unexplained after an autopsy and a thorough case investigation (occurs during sleep).
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