Why SEE TO LEARN®?

(
More than 80 percent of everything we learn is a result of visual processing.

(
Twenty percent of children entering kindergarten have undetected vision conditions that could hinder their ability to read and learn.

(
Four percent of children have amblyopia (lazy eye).

(
Nearly 30 percent of children in special education classes have vision problems.

(
More than 70 percent of juvenile delinquents have vision problems.

(
Of the individuals enrolled in adult literacy programs, more than 60 percent have vision problems.

(
20/20 eyesight does not ensure adequate visual performance in the classroom.

(
The percentage of children with vision problems increases to 25 percent by age 10 and to more than 30 percent by age 15.

(
Vision problems in children can limit career opportunities as an adult.

SEE TO LEARN® Statistics

(
SEE TO LEARN® was formally developed in 1993 by the Kansas Optometric Association and the Eye Care Council.

(
Since the program’s inception, more than 35,000 three-year-old children have received free vision assessments through the SEE TO LEARN® Program.  There are no income restrictions for the program, so all children are eligible, regardless of income, insurance coverage or ability to pay.
(
Vision problems have been detected in nearly 13 percent of the children assessed through the program. 

(
Each year, optometrists donate thousands of brochures, bookmarks, vision care records and other educational materials to schools, child care providers, health departments and other community organizations to help make sure that parents understand the warning signs of vision problems in their children.

(
Nearly 250 optometrists across Kansas participate in SEE TO LEARN®.  There are nearly 250 ODs in 19 other states in SEE TO LEARN®.
SEE TO LEARN® 

Warning Signs of Vision Problems

The Eye Care Council and the SEE TO LEARN® Program encourage parents and educators to be alert for signs that may indicate vision performance problems. Some warning signs of potential problems are listed below:

· Frequent rubbing and blinking of the eyes

· Short attention span or frequent daydreaming

· Poor reading ability

· Avoiding close work

· Frequent headaches

· A drop in scholastic or sports performance

· Covering one eye

· Tilting the head

· Squinting one or both eyes

· Placing head close to book or desk when reading or writing

· Difficulty remembering, identifying and reproducing basic geometric forms

· Poor eye-hand coordination skills
