October 19th, 2007 
Meeting Summary

Members: Dennis Cooley (Chair), Mary Baskett, Shannon Cotsoradis, Paul Getto, Vicki Hoffman, Gerard Lozada, Tom Ostrander, Nick Rogers, Penney Schwab, Mary Ann Shorman (web), Mim Wilkey (phone) 

KDHE Personnel and Staff: Rod Bremby, Linda Kenney, Connie Satzler

Guests: Gary Robbins, Brenda Nickel, Martha Hagen, Dale Dennis, Marti Macchi, Gale Hansen


1. Secretary Bremby provided a briefing on Healthy Kansas and explained how CHAC fits into the Healthy Kansas 
 initiative. Secretary Bremby explained that CHAC has wide latitude and wide support to do whatever it takes to 
 study the issues it thinks are most important and to give advice to Secretary Bremby and the Governor.

2. Breastfeeding Support in the Workplace Policy. Three action items were passed by the Committee.


a. CHAC approved the “Breastfeeding Support in the Workplace” document.
b. CHAC recommended all State of Kansas agencies to adopt the “Breastfeeding Support in the Workplace” policy.
c. CHAC urged that the “Breastfeeding Support in the Workplace” policy be used as a model policy and 
 adopted by all Kansas business.


3. An immunization update was provided. The Committee discussed current immunization rates and challenges with 
 immunization. No actions were taken. The Committee will wait to review the immunization plan that will be  

 released in a couple of months.

4. Vision Problems Among Preschools. Gary Robbins, Executive Director of the Kansas Optometric Association, 
 presented. The benefits and challenges of greater participation in the SEE TO LEARN program and the need to diagnose and correct vision problems in children were discussed. The Committee decided to discuss this again next time and make recommendations.


5. Headlice. Gale Hansen reviewed the updated headlice regulations, which were changed to say the children do not 
 need to be nit-free, only treated for lice infestation, before coming back to school.
6. Governor’s Council on Fitness. Update provided by Marti Macchi on current activities and recommendations sent to 
 Governor. 


7. Department of Education. Dale Dennis from the Department of Education provided an update on health issues in 
 schools, focusing on nutrition and fitness.

8. Kansas Action for Children. Shannon Cotsoradis provided an update on their support of a federal bill on updating 
 school nutrition standards.

9. Kansas Association of School Boards. Report by Paul Getto. The KASB is supportive of improving child health, but 
 cannot officially support any unfunded mandates.

10. Discussion on Future Topics. Suggestions by CHAC members included the following, some  of which are 
 interrelated:

a. Children’s access to health coverage, including current status of SCHIP
b. Report from Marci Neilson of the Kansas Health Policy Authority on child access to health care and other child health-related topics
c. Emergency Preparedness and Children
d. Safe Schools
e. Rural Health Issues
f. Drug and Alcohol
g. Violence
h. Tobacco
i. EMS for Children
j. Foster Care
k. Mental Health

Related to future topics, staff will put together a list and send it out to Committee members for prioritization.

11. Next meeting: Friday, January 25th.
