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The 2001 Legislature enacted several laws that can provide some beneficial assistance to every school district.  KSA 72-5205 was amended to state that:

(b)
Each pupil needing assistance in achieving mastery of basic reading, writing and mathematics skills shall be encouraged to obtain an eye examination by an optometrist or ophthalmologist to determine if the pupil suffers from conditions which impair the ability to read.  Expense for such examination, if not reimbursed through Medicaid, Healthwave, private insurance or other governmental or private program, shall be the responsibility of the pupil’s parent or guardian.

School districts should encourage parents of children with the warning signs of vision problems to have an eye examination.  Attached is a SEE TO LEARN® Report Card which identifies symptoms and warning signs along with the doctor’s findings.  If a child is significantly behind, this tool can be used by teachers and staff members to encourage parents to schedule an eye examination for their child.  The optometrist or ophthalmologist should complete the form and either mail or FAX results back to the school.  Ideally, school districts may want to track the number of children referred under the new law along with the number of completed forms returned.  This form is designed to be shared with parents throughout the year.  This form can be included with grade cards or discussed at Parent/Teacher conferences.  The research shows that nearly 25 percent of our general school population has a vision problem and more than 80 percent of the students receiving services under PL 94-142 have one or more visual problems.  The vast majority of these students have 20/20 visual acuity, so the problem often goes undetected.  Early identification and treatment of these problems may lead to improved academic performance or at least remove a barrier to learning.  By strongly encouraging voluntary compliance, school districts can identify whether or not these problems exist.  

The Legislature also approved a budget proviso that during fiscal year 2002, the school district should encourage parents of pupils at risk to obtain an eye examination by an optometrist or ophthalmologist to determine if the child suffers from conditions that impair his or her ability to read.  For many years, research has indicated a higher incidence of vision problems among at-risk populations, such as special education students (40-60%), juvenile delinquents (70%), adults enrolled in literacy programs (60%) and foster children (40%).  Again, the expense of such examination, if not covered by Medicaid, Healthwave or private insurance, shall be the responsibility of the child’s parent.  

