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Note:  Bills that are proposed in the 2007 session and not moved on are not necessarily dead as the Legislature operates on a two-year session (2007 – 2008).

Kansas Senate

Senate Bill 37 – Statewide Smoking Ban

SB 37 would make it unlawful to smoke in indoor areas of public places with an expanded definition of such places that includes food service establishments (restaurants and the like) and bars, would increase the fines for violating this law, and would make the crimes of smoking in an indoor public place and failing to post no smoking signs class C non-person misdemeanors.  

This bill was amended to allow county commissioners to “opt out” of coverage from the proposed statewide ban of smoking.  The bill was then referred back to the Judiciary committee and recommended to be sent to an interim committee. In July 2007 the interim Federal and State Affairs Committee was given the assignment to review the concept of a statewide smoke-free law. Initially this review was scheduled for four days, but the review was then reduced to one day.  During this one day review in August the committee voted unanimously not to take any action on a statewide ban and encourage cities and counties to pass local ordinances.
Many community coalitions are moving ahead with local ordinances, but some still face the challenge of local policy makers telling them to concentrate on passing a statewide ban. And some State lawmakers are using the argument that this is a local issue. Therefore, local smoke-free advocates are working with both local and state level policy makers to convince them that smoke-free policies are good for health and good for business in all areas of Kansas.
Senate Bill 250 - Prohibiting Smoking in Motor Vehicles with Children 8 and Younger
A hearing before the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee was held on February 7 on this bill to prohibit smoking in cars transporting children eight years and younger.  Tobacco control advocates spoke to the importance of protecting children from the hazards of secondhand smoke because of the illnesses such exposure causes.  Data was presented on the number of Kansas children reporting such exposure.  It was also noted a comprehensive approach at the community level is needed to protect children from tobacco use and secondhand smoke. No further action was taken on this bill.
Kansas House
House Bill Sub for Senate Bill 357 - Omnibus Appropriations
This bill was passed with line-item vetoes from the Governor on medical record access and other non-tobacco related issues.

Sec. 7 (d) All moneys received by the state of Kansas pursuant to the tobacco litigation settlement agreements entered into by the attorney general on behalf of the state of Kansas that are amounts allocated to Kansas from the strategic contribution fund established under the master settlement agreement during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the Kansas endowment for youth fund: Provided, That all such moneys received from the strategic contribution fund shall be deposited in a separate account of the Kansas endowment for youth fund: Provided further, That, except as specifically authorized by act of the legislature during the 2008 regular session, the amount transferred or expended from the Kansas endowment for youth fund during fiscal year 2008 shall not include any amount attributable to revenues from the strategic contribution fund.

Also in this bill an additional $400,000 was provided to the Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services for continued efforts to reduce illegal sales of tobacco products to minors.
House Bill 2105 - Prohibits the Sale of Flavored Cigarettes
HB 2105 would make it unlawful to sell flavored cigarettes in Kansas adding a fine of not more than $500 for those persons who do so.  The bill was referred to Judiciary Committee on January 19, 2007. No further action was taken on this bill.
House Bill 2162 - Tobacco-free School Grounds
HB 2162 would make it unlawful to smoke or use tobacco products in school buildings or on school owned property, and would define a violation of this law as a cigarette or tobacco infraction with a fine of $25 to $100. The bill was referred to Health and Human Services Committee on January 24. No further action was taken on this bill.
