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KANSAS STATE CHILD DEATH REVIEW BOARD
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The State Child Death Review Board (SCDRB) was created by the Kansas Legislature in 1992 and is administered by the Office of Kansas Attorney General Paul Morrison. 

The SCDRB meets monthly to examine the circumstances surrounding the deaths of all Kansas children aged birth through 17 years, as well as children in that age group who are not residents, but die in the state.  This multi-agency, multi-disciplinary board consists of 10 members who meet monthly, bringing a wide variety of experience and perspectives on children’s heath, safety, and maltreatment issues. Membership is appointed according to K.S.A. Supp. 22a-241 et seq.
To ensure a coordinated response that fully addresses all systemic concerns surrounding child fatality cases, the Kansas Legislature granted the SCDRB authority to obtain all relevant records.  K.S.A. 22a-244(b) provides that the Board shall have access to any necessary records related to the child. All records provided to the Board remain confidential.

The Board works toward lowering child deaths in Kansas through research, education, and legislation.
The SCDRB would like to address the following issues with regard to motor vehicle crashes, suicides, and the duties of coroners.
I. Motor Vehicle Crash (MVC)
A.
Graduated Licensing System
· Mandatory standardized driver’s education program.

· All occupants must be properly restrained. 

· Unsupervised driving hours restricted to 5 am through 9 pm.
· The driver may not operate wireless devices while driving. 
· Limitation of one non-sibling passenger under the age of 21 while driving unsupervised.
· Minimum age of applicant raised to15 from 14 years-of-age.

· Driving to and from after school activities is prohibited.
B. Farm Permit License
· Strict enforcement of law. 

· All occupants must be properly restrained. 

· Unsupervised driving hours restricted to 5 am through 9 pm.
· Driving to and from after-school activities is prohibited.
· When applying for a permit all applicants must produce a government issued W-2 for proof of employment or proof of farm residency as declared by their County Register of Deeds.
· The driver may not operate wireless devices while driving. 

· There can be no more than one passenger under 21-years-of-age unless they are members of the immediate family. 

· No other passengers under 21-years-of-age are allowed.
C. Continued Enforcement of Booster/Seatbelt laws

II. Suicide

· Provide access to appropriate mental health care.

· Prevention efforts in schools.

III. Coroner Duties

· Standardized investigation by coroners/medical investigators.

· Formal regulations on autopsies.

· Mandatory referral by coroners for tissue transplant.
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Graduated Drivers Licensing System as stated in Senate Bill 294:
SB 294, as amended, would enact a graduated driver’s license system. The bill would modify the various permits and driver’s licenses as follows:
Farm Instructional Permit

The bill would create a farm instructional permit for 14-year-olds to prepare them to take the driving test for a farm permit.

Instruction Permit

For the instruction permit, the bill would:

· Establish the minimum age of 15 years of age in which a person may apply for an instruction permit (current law specifies 14 years of age);

· Require the supervising driver to be in the front seat (same as existing law); and 

· Prohibit the permit holder from operating a wireless communications device while driving a car (existing law has no provision).

Restricted Driver’s License

Under these provisions, the bill would allow the Division of Vehicles to issue a restricted class C or M driver’s license to a person who:

· Is at least 16 years of age (currently the minimum age is 15);

· Has held an instruction permit for one year (current requirement is for at least 6 months); 

· Has completed a course in driver training (current law is the same);

· Submits an affidavit from a parent or guardian that the applicant has completed 50 hours of adult supervised driving and at least 10 of those shall be at night (current law is the same); and
· Has not been convicted of a moving violation, violated seat belt restrictions, or violated the wireless communication device restriction as proposed in the bill (current law does not have such provisions). 
A restricted license would entitle the licensee to operate a motorcycle.  For the first six months the licensee could operate the appropriate vehicle:
· From 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (current law does not specify hours);

· While going to or form or in connection with any job or employment (same as current law);
· When the licensee is accompanied by an adult who is at least 21 years of age, who holds a valid commercial driver’s license, Class A, B, C license, who has at least one year of driving experience and who is actually occupying a seat beside the driver, or (current law is the same);
· When the licensee operates a motorcycle, at any time when accompanied by an adult who is at least 21 years old, who holds a Class M license, who has one year of driving experience and who is operating a motorcycle in the general proximity of the licensee (current law is the same);
· While going directly to or from a school-sponsored activity or event, or while going directly to or from any religious function (both provisions are new);

· Provide that when driving without a supervising driver, no more than one passenger under age 21 will be allowed unless they are family members (this is a new provision); and 
· Require an applicant before receiving a restricted license to provide an affidavit showing at least 50 hours of adult supervised driving, with 10 of those hours being at night (this is not new).
Non-Restricted Driver’s License

The bill would prohibit the issuance of a non-restricted driver’s license to any person who (a) is at least 16 years of age but less than 18 years of age and (b) is at least 18 years of age and who is applying for a driver’s license for the first time since reaching 18 years and who three times has been adjudged a traffic offender under the Kansas Juvenile Code or a Juvenile Offender under the revised Kansas Juvenile Justice Code.

These persons could not receive a non-restricted driver’s license until the age of 19 years (This provision is new).




15 to 17 year olds account for the largest number of MVC deaths.  In addition, 


not using or misusing safety restraints has been noted in 60% of the total MVC deaths since 1994.








Contributing factors in MVC’s vary to some degree; however, inexperience and/or inattentive driving were cited in 79% of the total deaths from 1994 to 2005.  Excessive speed and failure to obey traffic signals also ranked high as contributing factors.  Drugs/Alcohol only played a part in 14% of the MVC deaths.








The majority of MVC deaths occur between the hours of 


3:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.; the time when many teens are driving home from school, 


after-school activities, 


or work. 





Suicide is a sensitive issue that is devastating and confusing to the family and community.  Although some suicide deaths are unpredictable, the Board often finds evidence that the child revealed suicidal ideation by subtle but detectable means.  Observation of behaviors, evaluation of suicidal statements, and early involvement of mental health professionals to diagnose and treat mental conditions may prevent suicide attempts.  





Typically the Board sees 15 to17-year-old males committing the majority (83%) of suicide deaths, often with a weapon.  However, Kansas has begun to follow national suicide trends and is seeing an increase in asphyxial deaths.  





represented in 99% of the suicide cases, and 7 of the 8 fell into the 15 to 17-year-old age group. 











MVC Death, 1994 to 2005, N = 884





Suicide Death, 1994 to 2005, N = 184





Total Deaths, 1994 to 2005, N = 5,983





A preliminary count shows 


15 suicide deaths in 2006 and 13 in 2007.
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