Additional Comments on KDHE Policy Initiatives

2009 Legislative Session
This document includes additional comments and notes regarding the KDHE Policy Initiatives for the 2009 Legislative Session, listed in the accompanying document.  Comments are provided for only some of the initiatives.

The initiatives are listed roughly in priority order.  

Revoke the Lead Sunset Provision
· Without lifting the sunset provision, the lead program will go away in 2010.  

· There are no state funds in the program.  It is nearly 100% federally-funded (EPA, CDC, and HUD), with some supplemental fee-based funds.

· The HUD program also provides funding to mitigate lead in homes.
· The federal government is requiring a new licensing program for contractors who do lead abatement.  KDHE is writing regulations for this now.  If KDHE does not take the lead on regulations for new licensing program, EPA will and it will cost 2-3 times as much. (Due to the fact that the EPA fees will be more than the state fees.)

Clean Indoor Air
This is KHPA’s first priority again this year.  KDHE will support.
Tobacco User Fee
The U.S. House passed 61 cent tobacco increase to fund SCHIP, meaning tobacco prices could increase that much everywhere, though it is unlikely the feds will end up funding 100% of that increase.  At this time, it is unclear exactly what impact the federal action/discussion on a tobacco tax will have on the user fee legislative issue in Kansas.  

Amend the Personal and Family Protection Act
This relates to adjusting definitions in the concealed carry act.  Initially, definitions were based on regulatory definitions, not statute definitions.  The regulatory definitions do not cover everything.  KDHE requested this change.  The Attorney General will carry the bill.  KDHE will support.  

The next four initiatives are related to child care licensing.  These will probably be taken back to the Health and Human Services Committee this year.
Extend Renewal Period and Streamline Renewal Process for Childcare Facilities
Initiative to reduce administrative burden.

Oversight of Registered Family Day Care Homes

Will not be popular with some, but KDHE is introducing on behalf of, and carrying out the recommendations of, the BEST team.

Increasing Public Access to Child Care Information
This will allow KDHE to post compliance history of child care providers in similar way to what they have done for a number of years with restaurants.  The concern about child care has always been that the current statute prohibits from releasing this information directly.  A number of other states have done this; there is some interest and support in being able to access this information.

Strengthen Administrative Sanction
This will provide more tools to encourage compliance short of revocation of license.  This type of approach has been used in other regulatory programs (e.g., nursing homes).
Perinatal HIV Prevention Act
This changes the current testing standard from an opt-in to an opt-out basis.  This is the trend across the country now.  There is the potential that there will be additional federal funding for early intervention and the change would make KS eligible to receive that funding.  

Name Change on Marriage License
Two years ago, a bill passed over KDHE’s objections to allow not just last name but for whole name to change (either bride or groom).  It was written in such a way that one or both can change anything about their name.  This bill will allow change of a surname only.  (This is not a children’s issue.)
Graduated Driver’s License
KDOT’s first priority this year is the graduated driver’s license.  KDHE will support.  
