KASB:  Legislative Positions on Children’s Health Issues

For more information see:  http://www.kasb.org/legis/2009/2009PoliciesPriorities.pdf
Definition of Suitable Funding

The Kansas Constitution directs the Legislature to provide for intellectual, educational, vocational and scientific improvement by establishing and maintaining public schools and other educational institutions and activities, and to make suitable provision for finance of the educational interests of the state. A definition of “suitable provision” must reflect the changing needs of the individual and society. It should include the resources necessary to provide: all areas of instruction and all other programs, services and functions required by:
1. state and federal law, state accreditation standards and other relevant regulations;

2. programs and services required for students to meet state and federal performance standards; and

3. programs and services that support the education of all students to become well-rounded citizens and successfully participate in the modern world, including such areas as health and safety, technical and vocational education, fine arts and student activities and other relevant public expectations.

Student Health and Wellness

KASB believes that physical and mental health problems may interfere with the ability of students to learn.  KASB supports programs to ensure that students receive immunizations and other health services necessary to keep children ready to learn and minimize health risks to other students and staff.

Improving Schools
School personnel should not be required to report students seeking help regarding drug abuse, sexually transmitted disease or other health problems. In addition, KASB supports legislation exempting all district personnel from liability for any statement or action taken to help any pupil reasonably believed to be abusing alcohol or other drugs.

KASB supports legislation to allow school employees to give needed prescription medication to students, as well as student self-medication, with parental permission, appropriate safeguards and liability protection.

Student wellness and nutrition policies should be determined locally in compliance with federal regulations under the national student meals program. KASB supports state assistance in promoting student

At-Risk Students

KASB supports comprehensive programs to deal with students who risk failing regular education programs, regardless of why the child is at-risk. Our support extends from definition, identification and counseling to the development of cost-effective remedial and prevention programs. 
Early Childhood Education

KASB supports increased funding for voluntary early childhood education programs, including parent education programs, district preschool programs, and counting children in all-day kindergarten as full time students.  KASB supports the development of quality standards for early childhood programs. School district programs meeting these quality standards should be eligible for state funding.

Physical Examinations

KASB believes that students enrolling in non-public schools should have to meet the same requirements as public school students.

Early childhood and All-Day Kindergarten
The long-term academic and social benefits of these programs are clear, but the current funding mechanisms (at-risk funds, grants, local revenues or budget reallocation) do not provide students and districts with equal opportunities. Direct state funding for early education would allow districts to shift resources to other areas in order to improve student achievement at higher grade levels.

Resolution Early Childhood Initiatives

Free, universal public education is so vital to democratic institutions, economic prosperity and quality

of life that the people of Kansas guaranteed it in the state constitution. Although public education has largely been limited to kindergarten through grade 12, there is overwhelming research-based evidence educational experiences prior to the traditional half-day kindergarten and first grade have substantial, immediate and long-term positive effects on children. Recognizing these benefits, both the state and local school districts have expanded services to children from birth through the age of five.

KASB believes young children and their families should have equal access to high quality early education

programs regardless of income, location, or other circumstances. KASB supports the following principles

for early childhood and pre-kindergarten programs:
· Funding should be expanded for educational programs that improve school readiness from birth through kindergarten, including all-day kindergarten. School districts should be able to offer these programs directly or in cooperation with other providers.

· In order to qualify for public funding, all programs should meet state standards, which should emphasize child-centered outcomes. These programs should be given flexibility in meeting those outcomes.

· School districts should be given wide flexibility in developing programs that best reflect the needs of their community and in developing cooperative activities with other early childhood education service providers. 

· Participation in early childhood/pre-K programs should be voluntary on the part of both parents and school districts.

· To foster efficiency and coordination, all publicly funded pre-school education programs should be under supervision of the Kansas State Board of Education or locally elected school boards.

State Responsibility for Mandated Costs

KASB believes that whenever costs are incurred by local school districts that can be attributed to actions of any agency acting under state authority, those costs should be reimbursed to the school district by the State of Kansas. New curriculum and program requirements should not be imposed unless the change has received an independent cost study and additional funding is provided by the state or the change endorsed by KASB.

At-Risk Students

KASB supports comprehensive programs to deal with students who risk failing regular education programs, regardless of why the child is at-risk. Our support extends from definition, identification and counseling to the development of cost-effective remedial and prevention programs.

Early Childhood Education

a. KASB supports increased funding for voluntary early childhood education programs, including parent education programs, district preschool programs, and counting children in all-day kindergarten as full time students.

b. KASB supports the development of quality standards for early childhood programs. School district programs meeting

Student Health and Wellness

KASB believes that physical and mental health problems may interfere with the ability of students to learn.
a. KASB supports programs to ensure that students receive immunizations and other health services necessary to keep children ready to learn and minimize health risks to other students and staff. 
IMPROVING SCHOOLS

School personnel should not be required to report students seeking help regarding drug abuse, sexually transmitted disease or other health problems. In addition, KASB supports legislation exempting all district personnel from liability for any statement or action taken to help any pupil reasonably believed to be abusing alcohol or other drugs.

KASB supports legislation to allow school employees to give needed prescription medication to students, as well as student self-medication, with parental permission, appropriate safeguards and liability protection.
Student wellness and nutrition policies should be determined locally in compliance with federal regulations under the national student meals program. KASB supports state assistance in promoting student health rather than additional state regulations.
