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April 30, 2007
Secretary Roderick L. Bremby

Kansas Department of Health and Environment

Curtis State Office Building

1000 SW Jackson

Topeka, KS 66612

Dear Secretary Bremby:

On behalf of the Governor’s Child Health Advisory Committee, it is my pleasure to submit the Committee’s recommendations related to health care coverage for children in Kansas.  These are presented in partial fulfillment of the Committee’s mandate to “advise the Governor and the Secretary of Kansas Department of Health and Environment on various issues involving children, including: obesity, newborn screening, immunizations and education.”  

The Committee reviewed and discussed information related to child health care coverage, including presentations by a panel of invited guests and materials on the Governor’s Healthy Kansas First Five Initiative.
Because access to comprehensive healthcare is fundamental to child well-being, we applaud your and the Governor’s attention to this issue.  Please let us know if you need additional information.

Sincerely,

Dennis Cooley, MD

Chair, Governor’s Child Health Advisory Committee

C:
Susan Allen, Office of the Governor


Howard Rodenberg, MD, Director of Health
Enclosure

“The Child Health Advisory Committee advises the Governor and the Secretary of

 Kansas Department of Health and Environment on various issues involving children,

 including: obesity, newborn screening, immunizations and education.”

Recommendations Related to Child Health Care Coverage
1. Comprehensive health care coverage for all children ages 0 through 18 years should be the goal for our state.  Note: The Committee defines “comprehensive” to include access to quality medical, dental, mental/behavioral, and vision care. 
2. Create a task force to study and make recommendations on increasing enrollment numbers for non-enrolled children eligible for Medicaid and the State Child Health Insurance Program.  The Task Force should include, at a minimum:
a. Joint planning involving stakeholders from pockets across the state that have been successful in enrolling children.
b. Reviewing promising approaches from both urban and rural areas.
c. Seeking out challenges and barriers to enrollment.
d. Studying the contribution of “health literacy” or lack thereof in the enrollment process.
3. The Committee endorses the Governor’s Healthy Kansas First Five Initiative.

