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Support for Child Care Safety

Background

· Kansas Department of Health and Environment provides inspection and regulatory services to approximately 8,100 child care facilities through local health departments.

· 14 deaths occurred in Kansas child care settings in 2007.

· 79 injuries in child care were reported from January through September 2008.
· Injury and death data specific to the child care setting has only been collected for a short period of time; there is not yet enough information to determine trends.

Recommendations
The Governor’s Child Health Advisory Committee encourages increasing awareness and adopting practices that will increase child safety and quality and reduce the risk of harm to Kansas children in child care settings.   Specifically, the Committee encourages:

· Increasing awareness of safe child care practices among parents, providers, and the public.
· Communication between parents and child care providers regarding safe sleep practices at home and in child care.

· Increasing the availability and accessibility of training and professional development opportunities for child care providers.
· Providing adequate resources for the inspection of registered and licensed day care homes. 
