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GOVERNOR'S CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Friday, April 24th, 1:00 to 4:00
Crumbine Room, Curtis State Office Building, Topeka
Meeting Summary
Attendance

Members: Mary Baskett, Gary Brunk, Dennis Cooley, Leadell Ediger, Paul Getto, Vicki Hoffman, Gerard Lozada, Rand O'Donnell (phone), Mary Ann Shorman, Doug Vance (phone), Mim Wilkey (phone)
KDHE and Other Staff: Mandy Cawby, Jason Eberhart-Phillips, Linda Kenney, Dick Morrissey, Connie Satzler
Guest: Katy Belot (SRS)

Summary

I. Welcome and Introductions by Dr. Cooley
II. Greetings from Dr. Jason Eberhart-Phillips, Director of Health
a. Dr. Eberhart-Phillips provided a brief overview of his background and expressed his enthusiasm for coming to Kansas, a place with capacity and dedication to public health.

b. He thanked the Committee for the work that has been done, and encouraged the CHAC to continue its service as an advisory group. 

III. Legislative and Stimulus Package Updates
a. Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services: Katy Belot.  Katy explained it was a tough time for the agency and highlighted three items on the reduced resource list that will directly affect Kansas kids and their well-being:
i. Not take kids into custody other than those in harm’s way (e.g., no truancy)

ii. End custody at age 18

iii. Move grandparents as caregivers program under TANF

b. Kansas Action for Children: Gary Brunk.  Gary highlighted a couple of legislative priorities:

i.  Expansion of HealthWave eligibility from 200% to 250% poverty.

ii. Passage of graduated driver’s license.
iii. Other priorities included lobbying for additional autism waivers and the children’s initiative fund.

c. Kansas Association of School Boards: Paul Getto.  Paul provided updates on several issues, including:

i.  Changes in military impact aid on school districts.

ii. KanEd technology.

iii. Autism. KASB continues to lobby against unfunded mandates. Shared book by professor at Colorado State who is autistic, Thinking in Pictures by Dr. Temple Grandin.

iv. Dyslexia bill.

v. Early childhood education, funded with tobacco money.

vi. Working on zero tolerance related to epi pens.

vii. KASB lobbied against financial literacy bill.

viii. Discussion on comprehensive sex education emphasizing abstinence. 

d. Legislative and stimulus package update from Richard Morrissey, Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  Dick provided updates on stimulus funds and legislative issues.
i. Stimulus funds: See American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) KDHE Matrix handout.

ii. Legislative issues: See KDHE Bills in Conference handout.

IV. Review of Potential CHAC Issues by Dr. Jason Eberhart-Phillips
a. Infant Mortality
i. Review of data

1. Though infant mortality has been steadily decreasing nationally over the last several years, U.S. still performs unacceptably low compared to the rest of the world.

2. Kansas is “losing ground” in its rank compared to other states in the nation.

3. Racial disparity is a big concern. The black-white infant mortality ratio is unacceptable.

4. It is a complex issue with many contributing factors.

ii. What can be done

1. The Secretary has asked the Division of health to take a look at infant mortality, paying particular attention to racial disparity.

2. It would be helpful if this group would consider taking on the issue.

3. A separate workgroup, involving some from this Committee as well as other experts, could be formed.

b. Immunization
i. Major collaborative effort, Immunize Kansas Kids (IKK), was completed.

ii. Although there have been adhoc groups like IKK, there is no standing committee or advisory group for immunization.

iii. A standing immunization committee could be formed under CHAC, if CHAC wishes to tackle this issue.

V. Committee Discussion
a. The Committee agreed to take on infant mortality and immunization, and form separate workgroups for these topics involving CHAC members as well as other experts.
b. CHAC volunteers to serve on Infant Mortality group:  Mary Baskett, Gary Brunk, Dennis Cooley, Leadell Ediger, Vicki Hoffman, Gerard Lozada.
c. CHAC volunteers to serve on Immunization committee:  Dennis Cooley, Mary Ann Shorman.  (Some others on CHAC have members within their organizations who may want to be involved.) 
d. Schedule
i. Continue to meet four times per year, but schedule meetings more strategically around legislative session.
ii. Reschedule July and October meetings to September and November.
iii. Also meet late January/early February and late April/early May.
iv. Continue to meet on Friday afternoons.
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